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Smart City Poster

In project one, students were asked to create posters 
that focused on some aspect of the smart city, which 
is being promoted by Posterheroes. The poster was 
to be submitted to the posterheroes competition, 
providing the challenge of time loss to all involved. 
The initial inspiration for the poster was juxtaposition 
of the man made waste with the natural. It was meant 
to emphasize the effect that humans have had on the 
environment. This message was developed into the 
globe, showing the continent of Europe, connected to 
the base of a tree. The tree symbolized the immediate 
nature that would be affected by change, whether it 
EH�QHJDWLYH�RU�EHQHÀFLDO��7KH�FRQWLQHQW�VKRZQ�RQ�
WKH�JOREH�V\PEROL]HG�WKH�HYHQWXDO�RYHUDOO�EHQHÀW�RU�
negative affects of change.

The word “Interconnected” was also added in order to 
emphasize the overall theme of the poster: everything 
is interconnected and every decision made eventually 
affects the environment. The light blue background 
used similar colors to the globe, as to relate back to a 
world view.
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Identity System

The initial concept inspiration for my identity design was 
the representation of natural and organic form through 
PRGHUQ�DQG�FRQWHPSRUDU\�GHVLJQ��7KH�PDLQ�LQÁXHQFHV�WR�
this identity were the two pieces of contemporary furniture: 
WKH�ÀUVW�LV�WKH�JOREXV�FKDLU�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�LV�WKH�EXWWHUÁ\�
stool. I picked my color scheme to go along with the 
reference to nature, using dark browns and light greens.

I created my system with the overall theme of a strip 
of wood grain across the top of everything, sans serif, 
ultralight type, and a light green background. My initial 
iterations periodically contained a second strip of wood 
grain across the bottom of the design, some centered text, 
and a few references to the ginkgo leaf and globus chair 
IRUP��:KHQ�FOHDQLQJ�XS�WKH�GHVLJQV�DIWHU�WKH�ÀQDO�FULWLTXH��
I realized that my system needed more white space and 
“room to breath”.
0\�ÀQDO�GHVLJQV�ZHUH�JHQHUDOO\�OHIW�DOLJQHG��D�PL[WXUH�RI�

serif and sans serif (with the sans serif, ultralight logotype), 
horizontal layout, with more references to the products 
being sold and the tie into the ginkgo leaf (which texture 
was added to). The poster and the brochure even contain 
images of a few pieces to be sold in the storefront. I added 
more decals to the storefront design in order to tie the 
system in further. I focused mainly on the typography of 
WKH�V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�ÀQDO�GHVLJQV��,�PDGH�GHFLVLRQV�EDVHG�RQ�
how the different typefaces interacted with each other.
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Information Design

Next Page Page 13

The basis of project three was to design a form of 
information that was more clear and effective than the 
original design. I chose to do my project on bike trails and 
,�GHVLJQHG�DQ�DSS�WKDW�LV�HDV\�IRU�ELNHUV�WR�TXLFNO\�FKHFN�
while they are on the go. My target audience was the day-
trip, experienced biker so I focused on trails that reached 
outside of Des Moines and amenities that are helpful in 
long rides such as parking and restrooms. 
7KH�DSS�LWVHOI�KDV�WZR�KRPH�VFUHHQV��WKH�ÀUVW�KDV�WKH�

main app logo with the name Capitol Cycling. This screen 
is just meant to remind the user of the app name and 
reinforce the bycicling theme of the app. The second 
home screen which would appear after a few seconds is 
the category selection. Each wheel is associated with a 
different category within the app. The categories in the 
app are trails, tracking, and amenities. 

The trail category is the main one that would most 
OLNHO\�EH�XVHG��,W�FRQWDLQV�OLQNV�WR�VSHFLÀF�WUDLOV�WKDW�DUH�
featured within the app. Along each trail are amenities that 
DUH�SRLQWHG�RXW�E\�WKHLU�VSHFLÀF�V\PEROV��7KH�WUDFNLQJ�
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Information Design
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Project 4 Sustainability and the Law

The Sustainability and the Law group project included 
WKH�FROODERUDWLRQ�RI�PDQ\�SHRSOH�VR�WKH�ÀUVW�WDVN�ZDV�WR�
have an initial meeting. It was imperative that the law team 
explain Throughout the meeting, the law team explained 
to the design team the concept of their water audit, the 
audience that they would be working with, their expectations 
for the design team, and any initial ideas that they had for 
graphics or layouts. As a design team, we agreed upon the 
combinations of the typefaces Droid Sans and Frutiger. Each 
designer then individually came up with his or her own layout 
for collaboration and posted it on the google drive that we had 
set up. 

My individual task for the project was creating to 
presentation incorporating the graphics, color scheme, 
typefaces, and a similar layout of the proposed report 
spreads. I initially created the presentation in InDesign, 
placing the graphic in the bottom right corner of each 
page and the line at the top left. I wanted to make sure 
that the presentation related to the report spreads so I 
ensured that they looked very similar. I then exported each 
page individually and sized the jpegs down in Photoshop 
VR�WKH\�ZRXOG�ÀW�LQWR�WKH�JRRJOH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��,�FUHDWHG�
the presentation on the google drive with the pages of 
the InDesign document as the slide backgrounds of 
the presentation. I also uploaded a folder of the slide 
backgrounds themselves onto the google drive that is shared 
with the law team so that if they need to edit the document 
and need more slides, they can place the appropriate 
background into the slide.


